[Carbamazepine and aggressive behavior: a review].
Carbamazepine which has been used as an anticonvulsivant for many years, has more recently been advocated for the control of aggressive behavior in epileptic and non epileptic populations. Carbamazepine is the drug of choice for patients whose aggressive outbursts are related to epilepsy. It appears that carbamazepine may also be affective in aggressive individuals with varying diagnoses (especially schizophrenic patients) but additional double-blind studies are needed. Patients experienced good control of aggressive behavior on carbamazepine in doses of 600 to 1,200 mg per day but the relationship of carbamazepine responsiveness to carbamazepine blood levels and concurrent medication (neuroleptic treatment) requires further studies. No significant problem has been encountered in the majority of patients receiving carbamazepine. However, it can rarely cause bone marrow suppression and hepatotoxicity so that blood counts and liver functions require monitoring.